Intralingual cysts of foregut origin.
Intralingual cysts lined by epithelium of foregut origin are rarely reported. We present 16 patients seen over an 8-year period (1983 to 1990) with such lesions. Respiratory and squamous epithelium were the most commonly encountered. These unusual cysts generally presented in the neonatal period with feeding difficulty. Two children had multiple cysts. Histological varieties of epithelia are described and the clinical features are discussed. From our experience we conclude that these cysts are adequately treated by complete surgical excision through a sagittal glossal split. This can be safely done electively in the neonatal period. Cyst aspiration was found to be inadequate definitive treatment.